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might mess up. Sorry to say it, but it 
just won’t work!”

I returned to the office 
discouraged. I was a young man 
in my 20s and, I thought, those 
older, experienced people at ICA 
surely knew a lot more than I did. 
I reported their reaction to the 
senator and his response was vintage 
Humphrey. 

“That’s the trouble with 
those people in the Eisenhower 
administration!” he exploded.  
“Their attitude is ‘let’s not try 
anything new, no new starts!’ All 
they see are the problems! They place 
the problems so high (and he raised 
both arms over his head) that they 
don’t see the challenges. They don’t 
see the opportunities. I want to grasp 
the opportunities!   Peter, draft me  
a bill!”

I returned to my office and 
drafted a bill, based on Humphrey’s 
vision and on what I had learned 
from many, many interviews with 
persons who had done volunteer 
work abroad. Now, the question 
arose, what do we call this thing? 
Humphrey had some pieces of 
legislation and proposals with 
the word “peace” in them; the 
“Food for Peace” legislation was 
the best-known example at the 
time. To be consistent with the 
Humphrey “peace” theme, I toyed 
with the name “Works for Peace 
Corps.” However, that seemed a 
bit cumbersome and so I just wrote 
down the name “Peace Corps.” I 
floated it to a number of friends 
who worked in government. Some 
said, “’Peace Corps sounds really 
communistic!” Others said, “Don’t 
call it ‘Corps.’ That sounds too 
militaristic!” 

But Humphrey liked the name and 
somehow “Peace Corps” stuck and is 
still with us today.
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